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Itis believed that Paul Thek and Peter
Hujar first met in the winter of 1956 when
Hujar, on a road trip with a classmate

of Thek’s from Cooper Union, visited

the artist and his then-partner, the set
designer Peter Harvey. By the spring of
1960, Thek and Hujar were both living in
New York and had become lovers. Over
the following decades, their intimate
friendship would anchor both men. Stay
away from nothing presents a portrait of
their relationship as constructed through
photographs and letters. Thek’s voice
emerges as the dominant one (no letters
from Hujar to Thek survive; as Andrew
Durbin explains in the book’s afterword,
Thek was hardly a diligent record keeper).
Hujar instead appears in fragments: “Your
depression letter just arrived,” Thek
writes him in early October 1962. Their
correspondence follows their travels,
both alone and together, though Thek

is the itinerant one —his letters chart a
winding trail through Rome, Palermo,
Amsterdam, Germany and Norway.
Hujar’s photographs of their time together
are interspersed with Thek’s words,
rupturing their long periods of separation.
—Susannah Faber



