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Tom Burr’s Torrington Project

(Primary Information, 2025)

Torrington Project is an artist book in the truest sense of the form: a reimagining of the conceptual

and physical potentials of display, an exploration of print’s pleasures and freedoms, and a

generous work unto itself. It offers a record and afterlife of Tom Burr’s three-year project of the

same name, during which the artist transformed a nineteenth-century factory into an “opened-up

and animated archive” to freely stage new work, historical output, and collaborative interventions.

The book, deftly edited by art historian and curator Blake Oetting, springs from the impulse

guiding its namesake: “I wanted,” Burr writes, “to find space—to find a physical place to make and

arrange work that had a vastness to it, a sort of boundlessness, yet with clear boundaries in

place.” The artist book is an ideal space for Burr, accentuating the tenderness and diaristic nature

in his practices of resurrection and preservation. As is the case with many artists counted within

Burr’s wave of institutional critique, the work’s formal beauty is most immediate when seen in

dialogue with itself. Burr is a wonderful materialist, often finding pleasure in the unlikeliest sources.

Print’s liberation of scale allows Burr and Oetting to magnify these formal qualities to dazzling

effect; Torrington Project catalogues brilliantly-colored Plexiglas, sensuous denim and wool

draping, transportive metal sheens, and zebra-striped lengths of plywood. Of the myriad

encounters the book offers—between scholarly perspectives, historical referents, a decades-

spanning oeuvre, Burr and his legacy—the scenes of visitors cruising the project may be its most

telling collaboration, a reminder of the archive’s profoundly human nature and Burr’s continued

dedication to sustaining its pulse.

–Quinn Schoen
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